
 

 
Sample Daily Training Bulletin 

Immigration Enforcement 
 
SCENARIO: You safely and lawfully stop a brown Toyota Sienna after the driver runs a stop sign. During 
the course of the traffic stop, the passenger identifies himself as Lonnie Williams. You discover that Mr. 
Williams has what the Communications Center called "an outstanding ICE warrant" for immediate 
deportation. You have not been specifically authorized by federal law to assist U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE) with immigration enforcement efforts. You have no special training 
regarding immigration enforcement. 
 
ISSUE: What should you consider? 
 
RULE: An individual who enters into the United States illegally has committed a misdemeanor (8 USC § 
1325(a)). Generally, an alien who initially made a legal entry into the United States but remains beyond 
what is a legal period of time has committed a federal civil offense. "Although the Supreme Court has 
not resolved whether local police officers may detain or arrest an individual for suspected criminal 
immigration violations, the Court has said that local officers generally lack authority to arrest individuals 
suspected of civil immigration violations. As a general rule, it is not a crime for a removable alien to 
remain present in the United States" (Santos v. Frederick County, 725 F.3d 451 (4th Cir. 2013)). 
 
REFERENCE:  
415.1 PURPOSE AND SCOPE 
The purpose of this policy is to provide guidelines to members of the [Anytown Police Department] for 
investigating and enforcing immigration laws. 
415.2 POLICY 
It is the policy of the [Anytown Police Department] that all members make personal and professional 
commitments to equal enforcement of the law and equal service to the public. Confidence in this 
commitment will increase the effectiveness of this [department/office] in protecting and serving the 
entire community and recognizing the dignity of all persons, regardless of their immigration status. 
 
ANALYSIS: There are no facts to support a reasonable suspicion that Mr. Williams is engaged in criminal 
activity. You were advised of a deportation-related warrant but you do not know if it is a civil or criminal 
warrant. Because civil immigration violations do not constitute crimes, suspicion or knowledge that Mr. 
Williams committed a civil immigration violation does not by itself establish reasonable suspicion to 
detain him or probable cause to arrest him. 
 
CONCLUSION: One important consideration should be that you may be violating Mr. Williams' rights if 
you detained him for the warrant at this point. You should attempt to confirm that the warrant is for a 
criminal offense and not a civil ICE warrant. This DTB is based on the case of Santos v. Frederick County, 
725 F.3d 451 (4th Cir. 2013) recently decided by the U.S. Courts of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit. 
 
QUESTION: Generally, an alien who initially made a legal entry into the United States but remains 
beyond the legal period of time permitted has committed a federal civil offense and not a crime. 
 



ANSWERS: 
(a) True 
(b) False 
 
CORRECT ANSWER: True 


