
 

 
Sample Daily Training Bulletin 

Immigration Violations—Investigations & Enforcement 
 
 

SCENARIO: You and Officer Carlos Rodriguez are dispatched to the scene of a burglary at 5th and Central 
Streets. When you arrive you speak with Javier Salas, who rents a room in a boarding house. It is quickly 
apparent that Mr. Salas does not speak or understand English. You ask Officer Rodriguez to translate. 
Mr. Salas explains that all his belongings were stolen from his room while he was at work. Officer 
Rodriguez says to you, “I haven’t had lunch yet. We could probably save ourselves a lot of time if we just 
asked him his immigration status.” 
 
ISSUE: Would this be an appropriate course of action? 
 
RULE: To encourage crime reporting and cooperation in the investigation of criminal activity, all 
individuals, regardless of their immigration status, must feel secure that contacting or being addressed 
by members of law enforcement will not automatically lead to immigration inquiry and/or deportation. 
While it may be necessary to determine the identity of a victim or witness, members shall treat all 
individuals equally and without regard to race, color or national origin in any way that would violate the 
United States or California Constitutions. 
 
REFERENCE: 415.3 VICTIMS AND WITNESSES 
To encourage crime reporting and cooperation in the investigation of criminal activity, all individuals, 
regardless of their immigration status, must feel secure that contacting or being addressed by members 
of law enforcement will not automatically lead to immigration inquiry and/or deportation. While it may 
be necessary to determine the identity of a victim or witness, members shall treat all individuals equally 
and without regard to race, color or national origin in any way that would violate the United States or 
California Constitutions. 
 
ANALYSIS: Mr. Salas was the victim of a burglary. There is no reason to believe Mr. Salas is involved in 
violating criminal laws. It is not necessary to know Mr. Salas' immigration status to establish the crime of 
burglary. If he is found to be an undocumented immigrant, there is nothing that suggests it would be 
reasonably necessary to report Mr. Salas to Immigration and Custom Enforcement (ICE). 
 
CONCLUSION: It would not be appropriate to ask Mr. Salas about his immigration status. 
 
QUESTION: We generally should not attempt to determine the immigration status of a crime victim or 
witness. 
(a) True 
(b) False 
 
CORRECT ANSWER: True 


